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SOME REMARKS ON THE RIVERS 
OF CENTRAL ASIA IN ANTIQUITY 



Marek Jan Olbrycht 

Rivers and seas were crucial reference points for ancient peoples of Eurasia 
and the identification of watercourses is essential to any historical analysis 1 . 
In attempts to identify rivers of ancient Central Asia, a philological or histori- 
cal approach will not suffice, what with the complex water system in the area 
between the Caspian Sea and the Pamir Mountains changing over the millen- 
nia. For this reason, it is difficult to make a link between ancient sources and 
old hydrographic system. At the core of that arrangement in Central Asia was 
the river called Oxos by the ancients, now known as the Amu Darya (Greek 
'0,c;oc/"0.c;oc;, Latin Oxus, Old Iranian Waxsu). But unlike today when the river 
flows into the Aral Sea, in antiquity it fed into Lake Sarykamysh and was con- 
nected with the Caspian Sea, as is made clear by many classical accounts. And 
yet, publication after scholarly publication, the assumption was that the hydro- 
graphic network of ancient Central Asia was the same as or very similar to the 
present state 2 . 

Even today in Karakum there is an old river remaining after a large for- 
mer watercourse, the Usboi, which issued from Lake Sarykamysh, once fed 
by waters of the Amu Darya. Usboi's total length is 775 km, with its main bed 
(its precipitous banks reach heights of 20-30 m) from Lake Sarykamysh to 
the foot of the Great Balkhan Mountains being 550 km long 3 . The water level 



1 This is emphasised by Tlodocunoe A.B. 14.3 HCTopnii aHTMHHbix reorpacfwHecKHx npefl- 
ciaBTieHMM // BflM. 1979. Ne 1. C. 147-166; Oh Me. KapTorpac|)H4ecKiin npnnnnn b cTpyKType 
reorpa(f)MMecKMX onKcamiM flpeBHOcra (nocTaHOBKa npo6neMbi) // MeroflMKa M3yHeHiifl 
ApeBHeMiiiMx hctohhmkob no MCTOpnH HapoflOB CCCP. M., 1978. C. 22-45; Oh Me. TMflporpaijjM^ 
Boctomhom EBponbi b aHTiiHHon h cpep,HeBeKOBOM reoKapTorpacfiiiM // /Imokcoh T.H., Kanununa 
T.M., Konoeanoea MS., YIodocuHoe A.B. «PyccKaa peKa»: PeiHbie ny™ Boctohhoh EBponbi b 
aHTMMHOM m cpeflHeBeKOBoii reorpacfwH. M., 2007. C. 14-97. For Central Asia, the role of rivers 
as something of a geographic grid reference used by ancient authors was highlighted by YlhnuKoe 
M.B. CpeflHHH A3mh b aHTMHHOM reorpacfwHecKOM Tpaflniinn. M, 1997. C. 184-190. See also Her- 
rmann A. Alte Geographie des unteren Oxusgebiets (=Abh. der Konigl. Ges. der Wiss. zu Got- 
tingen, Phil-hist. Klasse. N.F. Bd. XV. Nr. 4). B„ 1914; Eapmonbd B.B. Pa6oTbi no iiCTopnHecKOM 
reorpacjwn // Eapmonbd B.B. ConnHeHMH. M., 1965. T. III. C. 97-233. 

2 For more on Turkestan's rivers, especially the Amu Darya, see Herrmann A. Alte Geographie; 
Markwart /. Wehrot und Arang. Leiden, 1938; nbUHKOe H.B. Cpep,Hiw A3mh; Cme6nuH-KaMeHCKUii 
MM. PeKa npaHCKoii npapoflMHbi // OHOMacTw<a Cpe/iHen A3mh / B.A. Hmkohob, A.M. Peineim. 
M, 1978. C. 72-74; Baundepe B.M. STuoreorparjjMH TypaHa b flpeBHoc™. M., 1999. 

3 On the Usboi, see Kecb A.C. Pyc/io V360M m ero reHe3Mc. M.; /!., 1939 (=Tpy«bi MHCTMTyTa 
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in Lake Sarykamysh changed constantly. As late as 1878, 1889 and 1896, the 
Amu Darya flowed into Sarykamysh, making it an undramed lake. At present, 
however, the river feeds into the Aral Sea. In its lower run, the Usboi passes 
into brackish marshes of Kel'kor, extending for about 80 km to the Caspian 
shore. In antiquity, Kel'kor was probably waterlogged as part of the sea. 

Disputes as to whether the Usboi functioned in antiquity go back to the se- 
cond half of the 19th century. Some believed the Usboi existed as a river in an- 
tiquity, others put that phase at the 13th-16th centuries*. A Herrmann argued 
that the river existed in ancient times as well as in the Middle Ages . Many 
were fully against. WW. Tarn wrote: "No competent person to-day believes 
that the Oxus ever entered the Caspian bodily in historical times . Similar 
opinions were shared by many scholars, including distinguished Orientals . 
S P. Tolstov's Chorezmian Expedition's work and years-long research by CJu- 
supov brought a vast amount of archaeological material from around the Usboi. 
ome of it comes from the Stone and Bronze Ages, but especially numerous are 
artifacts from the second half of the 1st millennium BC and the first half of the 
1st millennium AD. The finds are mainly remnants of nomadic burial grounds 
ndTh ndful of settlements. Major compounds include the KeFkor 2 necropolis 
and settlements (4th century BC - 2nd-3rd centuries AD), Cholyngyry graves 
istlth centuries AD), and Ichanly-depe cult complex (5th-2nd centuries K> 
On the middle Usboi existed an Igdy-kala fortress uncovered m 1954 ^and 1956 
and dated following research in the 1970s to ca. the 2nd century BC - 4th century 
AD "such a large concentration of finds on the Usboi must have reflected the 
fo^ati Ins favoratle climatic conditions and ample water supply Archaeological 
data, therefore, make it clear that the Usboi was a living river m ancient times and 
that the Amu Darya then fed not into the Aral, but into Sarykamysh. 

Several ancient sources mention the River Ochos <P^ Q ™£«*^ 
the most informative being the Geography by Strabo ° A™^^^ 
identifying the Ochos is a particularly glaring example of the confus or 1 preva 
Z JJhistorical geography of Central Asia and Iran. ^^^ 
at random with a dozen watercourses in the vast area from the Gorgan province 

, .„ CCCP T 30)- HnaoBbH AMy-flapbK, Capb.KaMbim, V360H. Mcropn, 4>o P mm- 
reorpact-KK AH CCCP. L 3 0; M J Xope3MCKoft apxeonornnecKOM 3Kcne fl KUMK. 

poBaHMH n 3aceneHMH. M., 1960 i-iviaiepwaabi y r 

Geographie. S. 5-7. 

aus Iran. 1982. Bd. 15. S. 228; Frye R. A History of Ancient Iran. Munich, 1984. P. 18. 
" Cf. K)cynoe X. flpeBHOCTM V36oh. 



304 



Marek Jan Olbrycht 



in north-eastern Iran up to Uzbekistan and Afghanistan. Trying to solve the 
puzzle of the Ochos location, the German historian A. Herrmann almost a 
hundred years ago pointed out that there existed two rivers by that name, one 
in Bactria (the Ram Gul Tagao/Sangalak/Ab-e Andkhuy in western Afghani- 
stan), the other in Hyrcania (the Atrak in north-eastern Iran) 9 . Some scholars 
accepted Herrmann's two-Ochos hypothesis, but their respective locations 
remain unsettled 10 . And so, for example, J. Markwart identified the classical 
Ochos with two rivers, the Zariaspes and the Tedzhen 11 . I.N. Chlopin saw the 
Hyrcanian Oxos as Atrak, while the Bactrian Ochos as Tedzhen 12 . According 
to I.V. P'jankov, the Ochos should be identified as the Konduz in Afghanistan 
as well as the Atrak in Iran 13 . 

The most information about the Ochos comes from Strabo, even if the 
sources from which he drew are inconsistent. Strabo borrowed the most ample 
and valuable data about the river from a work by Apollodoros of Artemita 
(FGrH 779), a Parthian writer living in the 1st century BC. As an Arsacid sub- 
ject and a knowledgeable scholar, Apollodoros was a first-rate source on the 
geography of Iran and Central Asia (Strabo II.5.12). 

Especially important is fragment Strabo XI.7.3, on the River Ochos: 

The Ochos is not mentioned at all by the ancient writers. Apollodoros, 
however, who wrote the Parthika, names it continually, implying that it flows 
very close to the country of the Parthians (Parthyaioi). 

Thus the Ochos must have flowed near Parthia - Apollodoros certainly 



9 Herrmann A. Alte Geographic S. 31-35. As for the identification of the Bactrian Ochos, 
Herrmann subscribed to K.J. Neumann's apud Behr A. De Apollodori Artamiteni reliquis atque 
aetate. Strasburg, 1888. P. 16. 

10 The present author published his first remarks on the Ochos rather more than a decade 
ago (1992), favoring identification with the Usboi in Turkmenistan and the Ab-e Andkhuy in 
Afghanistan (Onb6puxm MM. I7po6;ieMbi McropMHecKOM reorpatJMM TypKinemiCTaHa b snim- 
HMCTM4ecKMM m apxaMHecKMH nepMOflbi // MepB b flpeBHeii m cpeflHeBeKOBoii MCTopMM bocto- 
xa. Ill: Mepp m napqbflHCKaa snoxa. Aiuxa6afl, 1992. C. 21-22). Cf. also Olbrycht M.J. Parthia 
et ulteriores gentes. Die politischen Beziehungen zwischen dem arsakidischen Iran und den 
Nomaden der eurasischen Steppen. Munchen 1998. S. 74; Idem. The Ochos river in the classi- 
cal sources: a study in the historical geography of northeastern Iran and Middle Asia // Ilem- 
panbHaji A3mh: Mctohhmkm, MCTopwfl, Kynbrypa. Tpyflbi KOHqbepemiMM, nocBflmeHHoii 80-ne- 
tmk) E.A. flaBMfloBMH m BA. /Imtbmhckoto. MocKBa, 3-5 anpe/ifl 2003 ro«a / T.K. MKpTWHeB, 
TT. AnnaTKMHa, C.B. BonenoB, O.H. PlHeBaTKMHa. M., 2003. C. 114-117. 

11 Markwart]. Wehrot. S. 3-4. Cf. Idem (Marquart J.). Eransahr nach der Geographie des Ps. 
Moses Xorenac'i (=Abh. Konigl. Ges. der Wiss. Gottingen, phil.-hist. Klasse. N.F. III. No. 2). B., 
1901. S. 230, Anm. 1. 

12 For example, XnonuH M.H. McTopwHecKaa reorpaqbMH kmkhmx o6nacTen CpeflHew A3mm. 
AHTMHHocTb m paHHee cpeflHeBeKOBbe. Amxa6afl, 1983. C. 37. 

13 llbilHKOe M.B. AHTMHHbie MCTOHHMKM O CpeflHeM A3MM M MX MHTepnpeTaUMH // BflM. 

2004. No l.C. 101. 
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meant Parthia proper, as the passage quoted is part of a description of Hyr- 
cania and its neighboring Parthia proper. Parthia proper is the area between 
the Caspian Gates next to the Teheran area up to the Harirud basin in western 
Afghanistan (Strabo XI.9.2, XI.8.1-3). In other words, it is modern Khorasan 
in north-eastern Iran, at the heart of which there are vast mountains. The term 
"very close" {iyyvxaxu) implies that the Ochos ran outside of Khorasan. Al- 
ready for this reason identifying the Ochos with the Atrak, as is sometimes 
found in literature, is false because the latter has its source in the heart of Kho- 
rasan, therefore it ran right through the land of the Parthians. Similarly, the 
Ochos cannot be identified with the Tedzhen as this one is a confluence of 
the Khorasan River Kashafrud, flowing across Parthia proper, with Harirud, 
which runs from Afghanistan. Apollodoros' information is intelligible only 
on the assumption that the Ochos flowed very close to Parthia proper, which 
implies identification with the Usboi, a former extension of the Amu Darya, 
feeding into the Caspian Sea. The existence of the Usboi cutting across steppes 
and deserts of Turkmenistan is an essential factor to be considered in identify- 
ing the rivers of ancient Central Asia. The Usboi flowed exactly as Apollodoros 
described the Ochos: very close to the land of the Parthians. 

In another fragment, also based on Apollodoros, Strabo XI.8.1 relates: 

Then comes the desert which is separated from Hyrcania by the Sarnios River 
as one goes eastwards and towards the Ochos River. 
The information conveyed is clear enough: the Sarnios separates Hyrcania 
from the desert, with the Ochos following its course further to the north. The 
reference point for the description is apparently today's Golestan province in 
northeastern Iran, created in 1997 in place of Gorgan and Gonbad-e Kavus/ 
Qabus districts. The province is coextensive ancient Hyrcania proper. It would 
be useful to identify the Sarnios river. This precise form of name is known only 
to Strabo, apparently after Apollodoros. Possibly the Zonius river known to 
Plinius (NH 6.15/36) is just the Sarnios. According to Strabo/ Apollodoros, the 
Sarnios in a sense bordered on a desert, but it would be difficult to trace the 
frontier between desert and Hyrcania proper along the Gorgan river, which 
flowed south of the Atrak. In antiquity, the latter watercourse was the effective 
northern frontier of the arable lands of Hyrcania proper, an extension of which 
was the Dahistan agricultural "enclave". To the north of the Atrakrud, apart 
from Dahistan, lay steppes and deserts extending to the Lower Usboi. If this is 
so, it is probably correct to identify the Sarnios with the Atrak. Remembering 
that the Ochos flowed a certain distance from the Sarnios, it should be sought 
further north of the Atrak - this observation again points to the Usboi. 

To trace the Ochos, it is useful to locate the land known as Nesaia, which 
Strabo mentions in passages XI.7.2 and XI.7.3 describing Hyrcania. One au- 
thority on the geography of the region is Apollodoros of Artemita. In his 
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description of Hyrcania, Strabo also borrowed from Alexander's historians. 
Strabo 1 1.7.2 places Hyrcanian Nesaia as follows: 

Nesaia belongs to Hyrcania, although some writers set it down as an 
independent district. 

Strabo's Nesaia (Old Iranian Nisaya) lay somewhere in the frontier of Hyr- 
cania and Parthia proper. Where exactly, then, are we to look for it? Ancient 
sources permit a fairly precise description of Hyrcania's southern and western 
borders, but none mentions any Nesaia existing there. It was apparently a re- 
gion in the less familiar northern or north-eastern fringe of Hyrcania. The cir- 
cumstances being such, the most probable location of Hyrcanian Nesaia/Nisaya 
seems to be north of Atrakrud, perhaps in the area of the Meshed-Misrian plain, 
i. e., Dahistan and adjacent territories. Those parts were extremely rarely consid- 
ered by ancient authors, except for the well-informed Apollodoros of Artemita. 
In antiquity, Hyrcania's border was principally traced along the Atrak, but an- 
tique sources often attribute to that country lands extending up to the Oxos, i. e., 
the Usboi. And so, Strabo XI.6.1 (after Eratosthenes and Patrocles) has Hyrca- 
nia reach the Oxos. Elsewhere, Strabo reports that the Oxos traversed Hyrcania 
(Strabo XI.7.3 - after Eratosthenes?). In Ptolemaios (Geogr. VI. 9.1), Hyrcania is 
a land between Media and the Oxos outlet into the Caspian Sea. 

To conclude, in antiquity the area north of the Atrak was not a strictly no- 
madic region as vibrant settlement processes existed on the Meshed-Misrian 
plain known as Dahistan. Single permanent settlements also existed further 
north, at the mouth of the Usboi. It seems that Hyrcanian Nesaia should be lo- 
cated somewhere between the Atrak and the Balkhan Mountains on the Lower 
Usboi, including Dahistan. Strabo's uncertainty reflected not only its unspeci- 
fied location, but also the use of the name Hyrcania in two senses: as Hyrcania 
proper, i. e., the Gorgan (at present Golestan) province, and as greater Hyr- 
kania, including Nesaia/Nisaya. 

Another ancient author, Klaudios Ptolemaios, knows of Nesaia, or more 
exactly of the people of Nesaioi in Hyrcania, and again, his source appears to 
be Apollodoros. Ptolemaios' account causes serious interpretive difficulty As 
he describes Areia, a land in western Afghanistan on the Harirud, Ptolemaios 
(Geogr. VI. 17) places in the north of the region a people named Nisaioi/Nesaioi 
right next to the Astauenoi. The latter are difficult to place in Areia as no other 
source makes a reference to them being there. As it happens, the same applies 
to the Nesaioi. Apparently, the Astauenoi and the Nesaioi are wrongly placed. 
Yet what Ptolemaios is correct about is their mutual neighbourhood. The Ro- 
man geographer made a similar mistake for small Margiana on the Morghab 
river, where he squeezed several peoples from outside that land, including 
Derbikkai, Massagetai, Parnoi, and Dahae (Geogr. VI. 10). Still, this mistaken 
location reveals a relative order, since those peoples were neighbours, except 
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not in small Margiana, but in the much bigger expanse of Turkmenistan. In 
chapter VI.9.5, Ptolemaios mentions in maritime Hyrcania a people known as 
Maxerai, and later also Astauenoi. The Maxerai were apparently inhabitants of 
the Hyrcanian River Maxeras valley (Ptol. VI.9.2). Of rivers, Ptolemaios knows 
in Hyrcania two: the Maxeras and the Oxos. They probably were the main riv- 
ers in Hyrcania proper, the Gorganrud, and the Usboi. Plinius knows in Hyr- 
cania of the border watercourse Sideris, and further south the Maziris and the 
Straor (NH VI.18/46). The Maziris is certainly Ptolemaios' Maxeras, i. e., the 
Gorganrud, the main river of Hyrcania proper, while the Sideris is the Atrak. 

That Ptolemaios' data are correct overall is confirmed by Isidoros of Charax 
(Stathm. 11), who places the land of Astauene with its capital Asaak as lying 
between Hyrcania and Parthia proper (Parthyene), located along the middle 
and upper course of the Atrak. The Nesaioi people mentioned by Ptolemaios 
bordered on the Astauenoi in the north. The Nesaioi apparently occupied 
Dahistan and other areas between the Atrak and the Great Balkhan Mountains 
and the Lower Usboi. 

Combining data from Apollodoros of Artemita and Aristobulos led Strabo 
to confuse the Ochos with Bactria's major river, the Oxos (Amu Darya). It is 
demonstrated in Strabo's passage XI.7.3, which mentions by name Apollodo- 
ros and Aristobulos as his sources of information (the latter about the Oxos). 
Strabo writes: 

Hyrcania is traversed by the rivers Ochos and Oxos to their outlets into the 
sea; and of these, the Ochos flows also through Nesaia, but some say that the 
Ochos empties into the Oxos. 
Furthermore, Strabo underscores that Aristobulos declared the Oxos to be 
the largest of the rivers he saw in Asia, except those in India. As to the Ochos, 
it is named by Apollodoros. Whence does Strabo's uncertainty stem? Strabo 
knows well the Oxos as a river flowing from the Indian Mountains (XI.7.4) to 
the Hyrcanian Sea, i. e., the Caspian Sea (XI.6.1; XI.7.3-4; XI.11.5). It is a cor- 
rect picture as the Amu Darya was then connected with the Usboi and fed into 
the Caspian Sea. If that be the case, the Hyrcanian Ochos of which Apollodoros 
wrote was at least in part, i. e., as the Usboi, identical with the Oxos. However 
in Strabo XI.11.5 there appears the Bactrian Ochos, known to the tradition of 
Alexander's historians in the school known as the Vulgate and later confirmed 
by several Roman geographers (Plinius, Ptolemaios, Ammianus Marcellmus). 
Having before him accounts by Apollodoros of Artemita on the Hyrcanian 
Ochos, or the Usboi, data by Aristobulos on the Oxos, or the Amu Darya-Us- 
boi and on the Ochos in Bactria, Strabo could not reconcile the contradiction 
resulting from the use of one name for different rivers and from an incomplete 
understanding of his sources, and generally the hydrography of Central Asia. 
According to Strabo XI.7.3 and XI. 1 1.5, the Bactrian Ochos flowed into the 
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Oxos. The source of this information was most likely Aristobulos. A historian 
of Alexander the Great, Curtius Rufus VII. 10. 15, places the Ochos not far from 
the Oxos and the Margiana in connection with Alexander's operations. Such 
location of the action is also confirmed by the Metz Epitome 14, which, in re- 
lating Alexander's campaign in Central Asia, mentions Ochus: 

Deinde per agrum Sogdianum agmen duxit. ex eo porro in Bactriam 
pervenit et Bessum adduci iussit eum que suspensum more Persarum fundis 
necavit. Deinde post diem undecimum ad flumen Ochum pervenit. id 
transit, inde ad Oxum flumen devenit. 

In the light of Curtius' account and the Metz Epitome, it should be 
thought that the Ochos was near the Oxos and in the vicinity of Margiana, 
or the Marv Oasis. In the latter country, Alexander stayed for some time 14 . 
The presence of Macedonians in Margiana is testified to by Plin. VI. 18/46 as 
he writes about a city named Alexandreia being founded there. Alexander 
conducted intensive operations against Spitamenes in western Bactria and 
Sogdiana in 329-328 BC. The Macedonian army's main base was situated 
in Bactra/Zariaspa. The political-military context indicates that the Ochos 
should be sought in western Bactria, near Margiana, i. e„ in the western part 
of Afghan Turkestan. 

Plinius goes into great detail about the Bactrian Ochos (VI. 18/48): 

Bactri quorum oppidum Zariasta, quo postea Bactra, a flumine apellatum est. 
Gens haec optinet aversa montis Paropanisi exadversus fontes Indi; includitur 
flumine Ochos. 

This information implies that the Ochos was the country's frontier. This 
fits in perfectly well with existing findings whereby the Ochos ran not far from 
Margiana, and thus in the vicinity of the western fringes of Bactria, i. e., in 
present Afghan Turkestan. Plinius XXXI.75/39 mentions the Ochos and the 
Oxos as rivers in Bactria: 

praeterea et apud Bactros amnes Ochus et Oxus ex adpositis montibus 
deferunt salis ramenta. 

This additionally proves the existence of the Ochos river in north-western 
Afghanistan. 

Some fairly ample data about Bactria's rivers are supplied by Ptolemaios 
(Geogr. VI. 11.2-4); he knows in the right order the Ochos and the Dargo- 
manes, together flowing into the Oxos, like the Zariaspes and the Artamis, and 
the Dargoidas. According to Ptolemaios coordinates, the Ochos ran furthest 
west of Bactrian rivers. This agrees with Plinius' data on the Ochos as Bactrian 



1 Olbrycht M.J. Aleksander Wielki i swiat irariski. Rzeszow, 2004. S. 21 1-222. 
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border. Ammianus Marcellinus 33.6.57 writes of two pairs of rivers in Bactria: 
the Artamis-Zariaspes and the Ochus-Orgomanes, which merge and run into 
the Oxos. This is a somewhat distorted list taken from Ptolemaios, with the 
Dargoidas missing. 

If the Ochos flowed in the western fringe of Bactria, then its probable 
identification is with the Ab-e Qaysar, traversing the districts Maymana and 
Andkhuy 15 . The Dargomanes, which Ptolemaios says made a confluence with 
the Ochos, is probably the Shirin Tagao. Indeed, the river Qaysar may be 
thought a boundary of Bactria as Plinius sees it. Here ended farm land and be- 
gan steppes and a desert stretching as far as the Morghab valley, or Margiana. 
Possibly, too, the Bactrian Ochos emptied into the Kelif Usboi, i. e., the Amu 

Darya system. 

Summing up: Careful analysis of Strabo's data and other ancient accounts 
proves that the name Ochos used in them refers to the Usboi in the northern 
periphery of Hyrcania and the Ab-e Qaysar/ Andkhuy river in western Bactria 
(Afghan Turkestan) 16 . 



15 So A Herrmann (for him, the Ab-e Qaysar/Shirin Tagao is the Ram Gul Tagao/Sangalak). 

16 H Yule (Yule H. Essay on the Geography of the Valley of the Oxus // Wood J. A personal 
Narrative of a Journey to the Source of the River Oxus. L., 1872. P. XXIII note I) and W. To- 
maschek (Tomaschek W. Centralasiatische Studien: Sogdiana. Wien, 1877 (Sitzungbenchte der 
phil -hist. Klasse der kais.-koenigl. Akad. der Wissenschaften 87). S. 109) linked the designation 
of the river Vakh/Vakhab to the ancient name Ochos. According to J. Markwart the local des- 
ignation of the Vakhan river, Wux- [Tajik Vox-), mirrors the old Iranian form vahvt- meaning 
"good" This name would correspond to the Ochos in classical sources (Markwart J. Wehrot. 
S 52).' A similar hypothesis, connecting the ancient name Ochos with the load modern des- 
ignations Wux- (Vakhi language) or Vax- (Tajik), was proposed by several f^olars cL Cme^ 
L-KauencKuu MM. Pexa npancxoH npapo^HM. C. 72-74. Based on Yu e s, Tomaschek s and 
Markwart' s proposals, C. Rapin and F. Grenet (Grenet R, Rapin C. Alexander, Ai . Khanum Ter- 
mez: Remarks on the Spring Campaign of 328 // Bulletin of the Asia Institute. 1998. Vol. 12. K 
79^89- Rapin C ^incomprehensible Asie centrale de la carte de Ptolemee. Propositions pour tin 
decodage // Ibid P 201-225) put forward the hypothesis that all information on the Bactrian 
Ochos really applies to the Vakhab. Such identification leads to a far-reaching ^interpretation 
of Alexander's military operations in Central Asia in 328 BC. Yet on closer analysis of sources 
identifying the Ochos of classical records with the Vakhab, Vakhan or other headstreams of the 
Amu Darya is improbable. 
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